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It is still said to be doubtful whether the corpuscles con But to return to the heart of our subject. This transaction of the globules, is one in which they are the' real agents, in which they do the icork?a work which is similar in its organic character to the appropriating and discharging work of the various anatomical elements of the organism, and most notably of its cellular elements. This consists in their doing something and not in their being acted upon by some disintegrating substance, whose character lies in its "physical power. The distinction between these two reaches its highest, in the blood corpuscles.
Accordingly there is nothing at all beyond our present knowledge, to an active intelligence, in the assertion, that while the oxygen contributes its physical substance, and the ingoing and outcoming are its physical conditions, the globules do the specific organic work of arterialization. They appropriate the oxygen and yield it with equal facility. The liquor sanguinis cannot do this but is dependent on the globules for all it has. And the physiological relation of the two is such as to show that this could not possibly be done in any other way. Estimating the mere fraction of oxygen the plasma by itself in quantity will take up, as compared with the corpuscles, and that in the capillaries of the lungs the proportion of plasma to globules is much less than elsewhere, no supposition could be more distant from the truth, than that which supposes "'the plasma to first, take up the oxygen and then give it to the corpuscles."
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